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'In the early age nf the world, as is well known to
those who are versed in ancient traditions, when
innocence was yet untainted. and simplicity
unadﬁ]teratecl, mankind was happy in the enjoyment of
continued pleasure, and constant plenty, under the
protection of Rest ; a gentle divinity, who required of her
worshippers neither altars nor sacrifices, and whosc rites
were only performes by prostrations upon turfs of flowers
in shades of jasmine and myrtle, or by dances of the
banks of rivers flowing with milk nectar.

Under this easy government the first generation
breathes the fragrance of perpetual spring, ate the
fruits,which without culture, fell ripe into their hands,
and slept under bowers arched by nature, with the birds
singing over their heads, and the beasts sporting about
them, But by degrees they began to lose their original
integrity, Eadh, though there was more than enough for
all, was desirous of appropriating part to himself. then
entered violence and fraud, and theft and rapine.Soon
after pride and envy broke; into the world, and brought
with them a new standard of wealth ; for men who till
then thought themselves rich when they wanted nothing,
now rated their demands, not by the calls of nature, but by
the plenty of others ; and begari to consider themselves as
poor, when they beheld their own possessions exceeded by
those of their neighbours. Now only one eould be happy,
because only one could have most, and that one was
always in danger, lest the same arts by which he had
supplanted others should be practised upon him"
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